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has established schools as numerous and as efficacious,
places of public worship better suited to the wants
of the inhabitants, or roads kept in better repair.
Uniformity or permanence of design, the minute '
arrangement of details, and the perfection of an
ingenious administration, must not be sought for in
the United States ; but it will be easy to find, on the
other hand, the symptoms of a power which, if it is
somewhat barbarous, is at least robust ; and of an
existence which is checkered with accidents indeed,
but cheered at the same time by animation and
effort. . . .
It is not the administrative but the political effects
of the local system that I most admire in America.
In the United States the interests of the country are
everywhere kept in view ; they are an object of
solicitude to the people of the whole Union, and every
citizen is as warmly attached to them as if they were
his own. He takes pride in the glory of his nation;
he boasts of its success, to which he conceives himself'
to have contributed, and he rejoices in the general
prosperity by which he profits. The feeling he enter-
tains toward the State is analogous to that which
unites him to his family, and it is by a kind of egotism
that he interests himself in the welfare of his country.
The European generally submits to a public officer
because he represents a superior force ; but to an
American he represents a right. In America it may
be said that no one renders obedience to man, but to
justice and to law. If the opinion which the citizen
entertains of himself is exaggerated, it is at least
salutary ; he unhesitatingly confides in his own
powers, which appear to him to be all-sufficient.
When a private individual meditates an under-
taking, however directly connected it may be with the
welfare of society, he never thinks of soliciting the